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Thia afternoon, we have with us the Dean of Louisiana State 
University, Dr. Paul M. Hebert, to diacuaa � � �<iOi;ll..a.s Should Go To 
College. Dean Hebert, how would you approach the problem of how many 
peoplo should go to College? Could you begin by telling us aomething 
about college enrollment throughout the nation this Fall? 
Dean Hebert: 
..-1. 
Yes, Mr. Steetle. The most reliable figures. compiled concerning 
our achool and college population are those of the United States Office of 
F.ducation. That office hu estimated that the total enrollment in all 
types of institutiona of higher education thia year will be two million 
seven hundred thousand. This represents a decreaae of fifty thousand from 
enrollment figures last year. Thi• estimate f orecuta that the enrollment 
of veterans in college thia year would ahow a aubatantial decrease but, 
on a nation-wide buia, it i1 conaidered that the decreue will be partially 
of'.taet by an increaae in the freshman enrollment. It ia evident tha.t the 
impaot of the Korean cri•i•, the calling of reserve• into the aotive aervice, 
the draft, and the effects of mobilization are already being felt by the 
college• to a greater degree than had been anticipated. These conditions 
may result in a somewhat downward trend on many college campuses thia Fall. 
Mr. Steetle: 
Do you think that thi• downw&rd trend will continue throughout 
the emergency or may we expect enroll.mints to rise? 
Dean Hebert: 
Well, it is, of course, difficult to predict the lasting effect of 
our preeent international •ituation. I would eay it ie bound to ha.ve some 
2. 
e!f eot o n  our college population. On the other hand, it aeema olear that 
DllOh empha.aia i• being put upon the neoeaaity of maintaining in our College• 
and Univeraitie• a large reaervoir of manpower in the prooeaa o! being 
educated for the wide variety of needa that t.hia emergency may exact. Thi• may 
well have a oounterbal.ancill8 effect on college enrollments. 
Kr. steetles 
Dean Hebert, what oan we expect of college enrollment during 
normal times? 
Dean Hebert: 
Si.Doe the turn or the century, there baa been a phenomenally 
ate&dy increase in the size of the college 1tudent body. That trend hu 
been interrupted only twioe - during the depression and during World War II. 
College enrollment between 1900 and 1920 expanded from two hundred thirty-aeven 
thousand to al.moat •ix hwxlred thousand; between 1920 and 1930 the .figure in-
oraaaed by approximately balt a million to one million one huMnd thouaand.; 
. 
by the end of the next decade in 1940, the enrollment had increued to al.moat 
a million and a halt,.. Poatwar enrollment hu riaen to two million seven 
hundred thousand. All of thia mean.a that more and more people are be­
lieving that a college eduaation is aa essential today as a high achool 
education waa a generation ago and a.grammar school education was & 
oentury ago. Figures from our own State or Louisiana are·& case in point. 
In 1929-.30, the total resident college enrollment in Loui1iana was slightly 
over eleven thousand; by 19.39-40, it had increased to twenty-six thousand 
and in the last decade we have bad an increa1e to thirty-five thousand six 
hundred forty-one student• enrolled in Louisiana colleges. Thus, while the 
+w� 
Louisiana population during the paat .,_ years ha• increaaed by approximately 
25%, the college enrollment ha.a increased more than JOO%. This is evidence 
3. 
of the interest of Louisiana people in providing a college oducation for 
as many of their eons and daughters aa may be possible. � 
Mr. Steetle: 
Dean Hebert, looking forward to the accomplishments of the next 
decade in higher education, how would you answer the question - How many 
atudents ahould go to College? 
Dean Hebert: 
To answer that queation, Mr. Steetle, we DDlSt find the answer 
to several other queationa. For example,wha.t should be the objectives of a 
college education? Can we achieve these o�jectives for a larger number of 
Americana to their individual profit and to the advantage of our aooiety? What 
is the relationship between education at the college level and the maintenance 
of the ideals of our democracy? Should a college education be approached. from 
the Jacksonian ideal of embracing the masses or should it be more selective, 
after the suggestions of Jefferson and seek to ai:t't out the most mentally 
capable or the intelilectually elite? Assuming that we are to set about the 
serious business of expanding our population in colleges and universities, how 
will th� cost be borne? What should be the respective role• of states, 
oommunitiea, the federal government, and of private institutions? What kind of 
an education should the college provide? And how is the balance to be maintained 
between desirable general education and specialized education? How can we 
make a broadened ed.uoational opportunity eoonomically possible for all American 
youth of talent? Can we Wisely plan to balance the supply and demand for well 
educated men and women in the wide variety- of fields of knowledge and in the 
special and prof eseional callings exacted by the kind. of society and the kind 
of world in which we live? 
Mr. Steetle: 
You have posed a complex aerie• of questions. What are the answers, 
Dean Hebert? 
Dean Hebert: 
I could not possibly propose definitive answers to these questions, 
but they all have a bearing upon this major inquiry of How Many Should Go to 
College. Perhaps, the boldest forthright answer to the question of How Many 
People Should Go to College ia that of th� President's Commission on Higher 
FA.ucation. That Commission, composed of leading educators and distinguished 
laymen, interested in education and in its potentialities for dealing with the 
crisis of our times, studied trends in college enrollment and aptitude for 
college work and concluded: ttff*that in 1960 a m:inirm1m of four million 
six hun::ired thousand young people should be enrolled in non-profit institutions 
for education beyond the traditional 12th grade - of this total number, two and 
a half million should be in junior college; one and a half million - senior 
college and six hundred thousand in graduate and professional schools. 
Mr. Steetle: 
How would this compare with our present situation, Dean Hebert? 
Dean Hebert: 
Well, I bave ref erred to it as a bold proposal because it actually 
suggests that college enrollments ought to be doubled by.1960. In other words, 
the enrollment should be, according to the Commission, approximately twice the 
number in college at the time the Commission rendered its report in 1948. Some 
critics of the plan have called this ttfantastic" contending that neither 
the faculties nor the facilities can be ma.de available by 1960. But, supporters 
of the proposal point to the fact that the college population of today already 
, 
doubles that of a decade ago. They also point to the rising national 
income and argue that it may be no more fantastic by 196o to spend the 
estimated four billion dollars per year that such a plan would require than 
it was to spend one billion dollars for college education in 1948. They 
maintain that the task can be performed and that it I!DlSt be performed as 
an inescapable necessity of the very times in which we live. 
I 
Mr. Steetle: 
How did the President's Con:mi.ssion arrive at its estimnte of how 
many ought to go to College by 196o, Dean Hebert? 
Dean Hebert: 
the Commission did not make this as an absolute prediction of 
what will occur, but as a recommendation of what ought to be in the light _ 
of the mental ability of the estimated propul.ation of college age to 
profit from college. It was eetima.ted,for ex&.'liple, that on a nation--n.de 
basis, 50% of the people of college age have the mental ability to complete 
at least two years of college beyond high school and that nearly one-third 
have the capacity t> finish an advanced liberal or specialized education. 
The Commission concluded that the nation should provide educational 
opportunity for these larger numbers. Recognizing the difficulties that 
are involved, including economic and financial barriers, the Commission also 
recommended plans for staffing and financing. Included in the plans for 
achieving these objectives are �ecomrnendations for increasing the number 
of comnn.url.ty colleges and m.tl.tiplying their activities and a system of 
federal scholarships and fellowships for selected students who continue 
their education beyond high school and f ed�ral aid to the states for 
institutions of higher education. 
; 
I 
6. 
Mr. Steetle: 
You referred earlier, Dean Hebert, to liberal education veraus 
apeoiallzed education and you also raised the question ot the relationship between ' 
an expanded educational. ayatem at collegi-evel and maintaining our �ratic 
idea.la aa a nation. Does t.hia ll8&ll that the content o! a college education would 
neceaaa.rily be ditferant or that there would be lea• need tor apeoialized 
education? 
Dean Hebert: 
Most colleges and univeraities are atriving constantly to im­
prove the educational program of their institutiona. We filxl an increasing 
einpbaaia placed upon a broad background ot general education even for 
ap-.ialized field• and proteaaional callinga. Thia aunner, for example, the dean 
of the Faculty ot Medicine ot Columbia Univerait7, a noted autborit7 in the field 
of medical education, in hie report to General Eiaenhower,actual.ly recommended 
the abolition of "J>r&-medi.cal education." Out or a conaiderable e.xperience with 
the education of medical atudenta, thia dean concluded that a •J>9Qi•11zed 
curriculum deaigned to train a atudent tor medical school waa not u desirable 
as a broad cultural education. He concluded that college s�ould not seek to 
\ 
prepare a student "for medicine, dentistry or public health, but tor life." Milch 
similar thinking ia going on in other pro!eaaional field• todA3'. The effort is 
toward achieving a proper balance between the specialized and vocational aub-
j ecta in an institution'• curriculum on the one hand and a d .. irable general 
education on the other. 
In proposing that we should be educating f'our million six hundred 
thousand in colleges and univeraities b7 196o, the President'• COlllDi.saion 
emphaaized the role or education iqa democratic •ociet7 a• oppo1ed to the 
' 
authoritarian atate. The COlllldsaion •elected three principal goal• as thoee 
which abould COM lirat in our tim. In the l.anpag• ot t.he C�asien, thq are: 
"*** to bring to all the people of the Nation: 
"Education for a fuller realization of democracy in every 
phase of living. 
7. 
"Education directly and expli9itly for international. undel'­
•tanding and cooperation. 
11.Eduoation for the application of creative imagin�tion and 
trained intelligence to the solution of aooial problems and to 
the ad.miniatration of public affairs•" 
These objective•, selected as the eoIIDllOn core for which American 
higher education should atrive, are posed upon the a.sswnption that the diversity of 
our institutions of higher learning will be ma.int&ined and tha� each will 
continue to make its contribution. The crisis of our time involving as it 
does the maintenance and growth of freedom of thought, faith, enterprise and 
association and embracing the necessity for foatering·equ.e.l liberty and 
opportunity for individuals and groups, ax.a.eta definition of such comnon goals 
if our system of education ia to perform the social role of re.f'u.ting the 
authoritarian way of life. 
Mr. Steetle: 
Does this emphasis upon a broad education mean that we will re­
quire fewer specialists? 
Dean Hebert: 
There certainly will not 'be less need for the specialist but 
rather we D'.llst give constant attention to increasing the broad base from which 
our specialists with the requisite ability are chosen. Vannev&r Bush, facing the 
problem of obtaining a constant flow of able scientists, refers to what he calls 
the facts of the educational pyramid and points out that to increase the quota 
of students of the highest ability atlthe ape.x of the pyramid it is necessary 
8. 
to enlarge the number of students of high ability who go to college. 
So,if we can have an increasing number of students in our colleges, 
we 1have the means of perpetuating our deJOOCratic heritage while also providing . 
a larger reservoir of talent from which our ablest leaders and scientists are se-
lected. 
Mr. Steetle1 
Dean Hebert, is it true that a college degree is not as good a 
guarantee oifa job in 1950 as it has been? �sn't it true that we are getting an 
oversupply of college graduates in many lines while shortages exist in other 
areas of work? 
Dean Hebert: 
It is, o! courae, true that a aurplus of trained personnel is now 
appearing in a number of fields in which personnel has been scarce during and 
since the war. On a nationwide basis, this is particularly true in the field of 
engineering and in certain related applied sciences. On the other hand, it is 
true that shortagea still exist in many other fields. Doctors, grade school 
teachers, nurses, social workers, for example, are still in great demand. 
I 
This indicates that the colleges and universities must be on the alert, through 
guidance and placement services, t o  minimize the difficulties resulting from. 
oversupply in certain fields. Because the shortages in scientific and engineering 
fields were so well lmown, there has bee4n the post-war period a great rush 
into these fields. This is a very good. illustration of a case in which it is 
difficult to know beforehand whether we are ovel'-training or not training enough 
people. The kinds of exact abilities and specialized training our technology 
�\t-i-o\.c.J. �c:.-IA M ��o µ ,._ 
of the future may require will always be difficult to pr&dicrE. Certainly, the � 
A 
/ 
colleges and universities JIDlst make careful analysis of demand and supply 
trends in all fields in order. to be able to direct studenta into work in 
"11ed """"c 
which there is the greater�probability of placement. If those who go to 
college recogn;ize that the quality of their training is all-important and 
that occupational flexibility should be maintained by avoiding oveI'-
specialization, employment problems will be lD.lCh easier to solve. 
Mr. Steetle: 
Dean Hebert, do you have words in summary on this subject of 
how many should go to college? 
Dean Hebert: 
Yes, Mr. Steetle. I believe that beyond question, the nation 
needs more men and women w.ith advanced training and education. I believe 
9. 
. with the Preside?t's Commission that as long as we have a considerable number 
of pe,:-sons capable of such training and education, this nation should take 
every possible step to expand the number of such capable students in our 
colleges and universities. This is an obligation not only to the individual 
but it is a safeguard for the protection of society. We may not be able 
la 4""-tJJ ...._.,..,. �01,.,... c. � 
always..., Iii& pwdiiet the exact need in particular fields - but by increasing 
the educational level of a considerable number of �u.rfopulation unier 
programs with breadth and ver1a.tility we are certain to be building a 
stronger democracy and a more enlightened citizenry. 
10. 
When we face the facts that only one out of five of the 
persons of college age is in college; that we spend less than 1% of our national 
income on such an essential as advanced training and education; that our needs 
for highly qualified personnel in the physical and social sciences, in world 
affairs, in public life, in agriculture, in the professions and in industry 
are likely to grow in proportion to the leadership we are now called upon to 
exercise in all of these areas - the conclusion is inevitable that we cannot 
afford to waste any of our talent. The total college population should 
grow in nwnbers and we llU.lst constantly improve the 4uality of the education 
these larger nwnbers will receive. The American Council on Education has 
recently pointed out that the period of military preparedness which we face 
is likely to be long and that "it is imperative thct there be a continuing flow 
of trained manpower to meet both immediate and long range needs of our national 
security." I would urge, therefore, that more of our YO\.U18 people of 
ability should asK themselves - Is it not my serious duty further to improve 
myself for such responsibilities by pursuing a college education? We need to 
make more affirmative answers a reality. 
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